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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF 

THOMASVILLE’S 150TH BIRTHDAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from North 

Carolina (Mr. COBLE) is recognized dur-

ing morning hour debates for 5 min-

utes.
Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, the city of 

Thomasville, North Carolina, will cele-

brate its 150th birthday in 2002. 
When one thinks of Thomasville, 

there are many things that come to 

mind: Thomasville Furniture Indus-

tries, the Big Chair, the Baptist Chil-

dren’s Orphanage, Everybody’s Day, 

textiles, and high school football. 
Thomasville was named for State 

Senator John W. Thomas, who helped 

pioneer the construction of the first 

railroad across North Carolina and, in 

1852, created the town of Thomasville 

around the hustle and bustle of the 

State’s first railroad. In 1857, Thomas 

finally obtained a charter for the town 

from the North Carolina General As-

sembly.
The town of Thomasville grew rap-

idly with wooden household furniture 

manufacturing becoming the mainstay 

of the local economy. Eventually, 

Thomasville became known as ‘‘The 

Chair Town’’ due to the fact that the 

products that the Thomasville Chair 

Company, which eventually became 

Thomasville Furniture Industries, were 

almost exclusively simple, sturdy, 

straight-back chairs. 
Today, Thomasville remains an 

international center for furniture man-

ufacturing; and Thomasville Furniture 

Industries, its leading manufacturer, 

has made the name Thomasville known 

around the globe. 
In 1922, in an effort to take advan-

tage of its reputation as ‘‘The Chair 

Town,’’ Thomasville Chair Company 

erected a gigantic chair in the middle 

of the town square. The project kept 

three men working 20 hours a day for 1 

week and took the same amount of 

lumber that would have been required 

to construct 100 ordinary chairs. 
Unfortunately, after 15 years of expo-

sure, the local chair was torn down in 

1936. Due to the Depression and the ad-

vent of World War II, another chair was 

not built until 1948. In 1948, once again, 

Thomasville Chair Company spear-

headed the effort to construct another 

chair, and a decision was made to con-

struct a chair that would stand the test 

of time. 
The concrete chair was a reproduc-

tion of the original Duncan Phyfe arm-

chair. Today, the monument stands al-

most 30 feet high and overlooks the 

downtown square. In addition to the 

chair, downtown Thomasville is home 

to North Carolina’s oldest railroad 

depot which today houses the Thomas-

ville Visitors Center. 
Another one of Thomasville’s signifi-

cant contributions is its commitment 

to the Mills Home Baptist Children’s 

Orphanage, the largest orphanage in 
the South outside of Texas. The or-
phanage provides a wide array of very 
important children’s services to the 
local and State communities. 

One of the longest held traditions in 
Thomasville, Mr. Speaker, is 
Everybody’s Day. We continue to ob-
serve it. The first Everybody’s Day 
Festival was held in Thomasville in 
1908 and is North Carolina’s oldest fes-
tival.

In 1910, the Amazon Cotton Mill, one 
of the Cannon chain of textile mills, 
opened its doors as did the Jewell cot-
ton mills that same year. Jewell was a 
result of investments contributed by 
local investors in the community. Both 
these mills served as a catalyst for 
what would become a very vibrant in-
dustry, which still exists today. 

Last, but certainly not least, Thom-
asville is home to a long and rich high 
school football tradition, a tradition of 
champions begun under the days of 
Coach George Cushwa, a beloved coach 
and teacher. In fact, the current foot-
ball stadium bears his name. Under 
Cushwa’s tutelage emerged an indi-
vidual in whom many place their hopes 
for continued success. This man, Coach 
Allen Brown, did not let the fans down. 

Leading the Bulldogs to several State 
champions and guiding them through 
the maze of several conference realign-
ments, he was always able to keep his 
team focused and the fans engaged, 
continuing in the great tradition of his 
predecessor.

Today, Mr. Speaker, the Bulldogs are 
led by yet another great leader and 
former quarterback, Benjie Brown, who 
follows in the footsteps of his dad, 
Allen Brown, and Coach Cushwa. 

Needless to say, Mr. Speaker, Thom-
asville is a vibrant city whose future 
looms bright, and it is truly an honor 
for me to be able to recognize this fine 
city, the Chair Capital of the World on 
the House floor and wish it well as it 
begins its celebration for its 150th 

birthday next year. 

f 

TAKING ANOTHER LOOK AT 

SPRING VALLEY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-

uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Or-

egon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) is recognized 

during morning hour debates for 5 min-

utes.
Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 

this morning’s editorial in the Wash-

ington Post calls for a second look at 

Spring Valley. This is the area in an 

exclusive residential neighborhood in 

Washington, D.C., immediately adja-

cent to the American University cam-

pus, that was 83 years ago the site of 

American chemical weapons testing 

and production during World War I. It 

is one of over 1,000 sites across America 

where we have unexploded ordnance, 

military toxins, environmental waste 

left from the past. 

I could not agree more with the 

Washington Post that it is time for a 

second look at what is happening in 

Spring Valley. 
Last spring, the gentlewoman from 

Washington, D.C., (Ms. NORTON) and I 

led a group of media and concerned 

citizens to visit the site where we have 

saw the areas of the concentration of 

arsenic, the vacant child care center 

that had many, many times the level of 

recommended contaminants before it 

was vacated, that now stands empty 

where just a few months ago there were 

young children. 
Or looking at the back yard of the 

Korean Ambassador that is all 

scratched away where they are trying 

even now after the second cleanup to 

finish the job. 
Yes, it is time for a second look at 

the Spring Valley situation to see what 

happened, who knew the information, 

to see if people were adequately warned 

of the dangers. But I think there is a 

much larger issue here than the man-

agement of the Spring Valley site. 
As I mentioned, this is one of over 

1,000 sites across the country. Indeed, it 

is hard to find a congressional district 

that does not have at least one of these 

situations that is there dealing with a 

potential threat to the local environ-

ment.
It is important that Congress not be 

missing in action with the issue of 

unexploded ordnance, which has 

claimed 65 lives that we have known of, 

perhaps more, where we have no real 

understanding of how many thousands, 

how many hundreds of thousands in-

deed. Indeed, the estimates are that it 

could be as many as 50 million acres 

that are contaminated. 
Until Congress gets on top of this 

issue, I fear that we are going to be 

putting the Department of Defense in a 

situation where, with an inadequate 

budget, they are given no choice but to 

go from hot spot to hot spot, from the 

focus of emergency from the media, po-

litical pressure or some other contin-

gency forces their attention. 
A much better approach is for us to 

take a comprehensive look. I would 

suggest that my colleagues join me in 

cosponsoring H.R. 2605, the Ordnance 

and Explosive Risk Management Act 

that calls for the identification of a 

single person who is in charge. Right 

now there is not a single point of con-

tact.
It calls for increased work in terms 

of research so that we know how best 

to clean up these sites, that we do a 

comprehensive inventory so at least we 

know how big the problem is. Of 

course, we all need to make sure that 

we are adequately funding this prob-

lem.
People who followed this in the news 

noticed that American University has 

filed suit against the United States 

Government for almost $100 million in 

damages.
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